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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

The Library of Unread Books is a reference library where
every single volume you see on the tables has been
donated by an individual who has, for some reason or
another, not read the book they previously had in their
possession. It is a simple way to displace an object that
has once been in an extremely private place to a site where
it is accessible by anyone who comes into this space that
is open to the public. The books are arranged randomly,
in stacks, and during the course of the exhibition, their
position will continually shift around. We like that it
remains consistently confusing and surprising. The journey
of The Library of Unread Books began on 23 September
2016 as part of a generous residency at NTU Center for
Contemporary Art in Singapore. After this iteration as part
of this group exhibition, it will move to other locations.
Most of these future sites are not yet confirmed, but we
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hope that the library will never be in storage. We would
like the library to enter the permanent collection of an
institution. It’s a piece that balances nicely between an art
work and a part of the public program of an institution.
We’ll run it ourselves for ten years, accumulating as many
unread books as possible in that time, and having many
interesting conversations with the people who come and
read. Please approach one of the gallery caretakers if you
would like to donate a book. We take you at your word that
it is an unread book that you are donating to us, much like
a handshake. In any case, we’re happy that these books
have managed to detach from your shelf (or from under
your bed) and are now available in the public domain for
anyone who wants to read them. Please feel free to sit and
read or browse for as long as you like and return the book
to any stack you prefer.

Renée Staal received her Bachelor’s degree in Language
and Culture Studies at the University of Utrecht and her
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Library of Unread Books.

SUPPORTED BY
David Laboy
Janelle Lai
Gabriel Ligan
Justine Marie Pega Mojica
Pauleen Olivan
Agiemar Ordonez
Krissy Parcon
Jessa Pomar
Harrisha Ruelos
Erico Sy
Paolo Tiausas
Frances Nicole Villanueva
Emmanuel Zorilla

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN
G/F De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde SDA Campus
Dominga St., Malate, Manila, Philippines
www.mcadmanila.org.ph
/MCAD.Manila
@MCADManila

